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(1)What initiatives are ongoing to promote 
the need to address human mobility 

challenges in the context of climate change? 

The Hugo Observatory on Environment, 
Migration and Politics

à First Research Structure exclusively dedicated 
to the issues of environmental migration.
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The Hugo Observatory Objectives

� Develop empirical and theoretical research related 
to mobility dynamics in the context of environmental 
degradation

� Inform public debate
�

� Federating research forces on climate change and 
migration

� International Association on the Study of Environmental Migration 
(Plateforme)

� Consultative Mission FAO, World Bank, ect.



Main Research Themes
� (Im)mobility 
� Land Tenure, Land Grabbing, Climate Change, and Migrations 
� Perceptions
� Traditional knowledge 
� Borders 
� Migratory scenarios Modelisation at +2, +4, et +6°c (HELIX)
� Migration as adaptation strategy (Migration Environment Climate 

Change Evidence for Policy-MECLEP, in coordination with IOM)
� Environmental Diplomacy (H2020 EU Project EDGE)
� Security, climate change and migrations. 
� Social Tipping points (Points de basculement). 

Dalila GHARBAOUI - Hugo Observatory on Environment, Migration and Politics





Research Initiatives undertaken by the 
Observatory at the policy level

� Coordination with IOM (MECLEP, Atlas on Environmental 
Migration, Excom ect. )

� Contributing to the Thematic Consultations in the Global 
Compact on Safe, Regular and Orderly Migration: Hugo 
Observatory officially accredited to the Global Compact 
process;

� Working in partnership with a technical working group of the 
World's Banks Knowledge Platform on migration, "KNOMAD" 
(currently developing a policy toolkit on planned relocations)

� Working with the Plateforme on Disaster Displacement 
(PDD) and previously the Nansen Initiative Consultative 
Committee

� Member of the civil society seat of the UNFCCC Task Force on 
disaster displacement à with IDMC, Refugee International, ect. 



� Need to improve quantitative assessments, both estimates 
and predictions.

� Need for integrated structures avoiding fragmentation 
between different research disciplines. 
� The Hugo Observatory of Environmental Migration.

� Need for better conceptual and theoretical tools.
◦ Need to re-engage with migration and development studies. 
◦ Avoid a de-politicisation of the question.
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(III) What knowledge is needed to 
support action? Key Gaps:



� Support the entry into force of the 
Nansen Protection Agenda

� Increase the presence and contribution of 
researchers in policy processes, 
especially researchers from the “South” 
(still under-represented)

� Need to reconcile perceptions of 
climate-induced migration with its 
realities.

Ways forward
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